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and/or ecological properties; 2) are not a special source of nature in cities; and 3) are not pristine
spaces, but spaces that are substantially influenced by environmental forces, making the nature-
technology interaction an integral part of cities. A key conclusion is that, contrary to conventional,
positivist assumptions about the relationship between nature and technology, nature is not entirely
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urban nature and urban technologies. Additionally, nature is not a final product: it transforms itself in

the urban environment. This transformation gives nature an external, social, and environmental
dimension, creating an interaction between nature and the social and environmental sciences, and in
so doing, forces the study of urban nature beyond its most traditional focus on “primitive” forms and

spaces. This study outlines the issues that face the development of urban nature, considers the
theoretical and methodological issues that apply to urban parks, and is based upon three case

studies that explore these issues. The first case study focuses on the role of setting as an urban
spelunking mechanism. The second case study examines the material conditions of urban parks, and

the third case study explores the possibility of reinterpreting urban nature from a modern
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